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ADDRESS. 

Issued by the Representative Meeting of Friends 
of Western Yearly Meeting, held at Indianap 
olis, Indiana, on the 16th and 17th of Third 
Month, 1876. 

To the Quarterly and Monthly Meetings and our 
Members Individually. 

Dear Friends—Having met to consider 
such concerns of the church as might be pre- 
sented.to us, we have been brought into close 
sympathy. Our various sittings have been 
favored with a precious covering of Divine 
love, and we have been enabled to fully and 
freely discuss and interchange sentiments 
upon the various subjects brou ght before us, 
in much brotherly cx ondescension. 

We have felt at this time much interest 
and solicitude for the preservation and wel- 
fare of the charch. In times of great relig- 
ious interest and awakening, th» enemy sows 
tares, and would gladly destroy unity and 
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harmony. He cares not how or for whom 
his snares are laid, so that his ends are ac- 
complished. He would deceive if it were 
possible even the elect. 

While the doctrines of salvation are ever 
the same, the circumstances under which 
they are maintained may vary. Nations, 
languages and people, in the succession of 
generations may diff-r in their outward forms, 
but the work of grace in the heart and soul 
of man, is essential!y the same in all true be- 
lievers. 

The Gospel of Christ being adapted to 
every condition in life, the Society of 
Friends has ever taken a bold stand upon 
the ground that it has not been given to man 
in external forms, nor in any exact system of 
civil orchurch government: “It is the power 
of God unto salvation to all them that 
bel eve.” 

Friends have always r»pudiated all church 
formularies, hierarchal tribunals, ceremonial 
satraments, and all outward vestures which 
distinguished priesthood and laity. They 
have claimed that all the living members of 
Christ’s church are “a holy priesthood, a 
royal nation ;” that each becomes a king and 
priest unto God, and can reign and rule with 
Him, yet we are all brethren. 

During th» last two hundred and thirty 
years, our Society has had an interesting 
place in church history. There have been 
periods when their labor and faithfulness 
have not been as at the first, and when their 
zeal for the saving of souls has been abated. 

During the last few years we have become 
sensibl2 that our mission is to occupy a field 
richer in gospel fruits than we have hitherto 
made it. Many have had earnest desires not 
only for their owa salvation, but that they 
may become williog instruments in the Dv- 
vine hand for leading others in‘o the fold 
and flock of Christ. The Lord has blessed 
us in many places, Let his name be praised. 

In all this we are sensible that the good 
work is not without its dang2rs. Weare imi- 


tative creatures and may be tempted to seek 
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instrumentalities which will lead us out of 
that spiritual life and power, into which our 
fathers were so conspicuously brought, and in 
which their great strength was found. 

We believe with our early Friends that 
“the preaching, praying and singing which 
proceed from the Spirit of God will be ac- 
companied by Him in its influence,” and will 
ke worship pure, acceptable and spiritual. 
When done in the “ natural strength and will 
of man,” it will fail to satisfy or edify a 
spiritually minded people. We desire that 
all our Friends may be preserved in a sound 
discretion and judgment in reference to these 
matters, that nothing may betray us into 
usages which will lead us out of the simplicity 
and spirituality into which the Lord has 
called His people. “God is aspirit, and they 
that worship Him must worship Him in spirit 
and in truth. The Father seeketh such to 
worship Him.” 

That the church may be efficient in labor, 
its work must be done in unity, order and love, 
not judging, but preferring one another. 
Christian subordination is essential to the 


prosperity, perpetuity and power of the 
church. Whcn we seek a greater liberty out 
of this fellowship we will only mar and hin- 
der the Lord’s work, and give unbelievers 
occasion to rejoice. 

We desire that all our members may guard 
the door ofttheir lips, and that whether in | 


conversation or written intercourse they may 
avoid every thing that does not savor of a 
Christian spirit. A care should be exercised | 
properly to respect the character of meetings | 
as well as individuals. A jealousy between | 
individuals and meetings should be avoided, | 
and the utmost Christian courtesy extended 
to both. 

We desire to encourage all our meetings | 
and their individual members to faithfulness 
in the truh. Let all be done decently and 
in order, in the wisdom, love and power of 
God the Father, that the blessing of Heaven | 
may rest upon us richly, and the Lord’s 
name be glorified. A large work in the earth 
is before us, and as our faithfulness so will be 
our reward. 

“Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, 
be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in 
peace, and the God of love and peace be 
with you.” 

By direction of the Meeting. 
Amos Doan, Clerk. 


A Sraresman’s Expertence.—W. E. | 
Gladstone has recently written a letter, from 
which the following paragraph is an extract, 


| gave his Son,—there He is. 





to the author of a prize essay on “Sunday ; 
its Influence on Health and National Pros- 
perity.” “ Believing in the authority of the 
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Lord’s Day as a religious institution, I must, 
as a matter of course, desire the recognition 
of that authority by others. But over and 
above this, I have myself in the course of a 
laborious life signally experienced both its 
mental and its physical benefits. I can 
hardly overrate its value in this view; and 
for the interest of the workingmen of this 
country, alike in these and in other yet higher 
respects, there is nothing 1 more anxiously 
desire than that they should more and more 
highly appreciate the Christian day of rest. 

From The (London) Christian. 

THE GIFT OF GOD. 


BY THEODORE MONOD, 


WHERE DOES THE GIFT COME FROM? 


That is, how is it that God has a gift 
for us at all? Think of God, who created all 
things, who had only to say, “ Let there be 
light, and there was light,” and of whom we 
can do little more than just speak the name 
with trembling lips; who is not only holy, 
but who is purity itself, and majesty, and 
light. Think of God, of whom we are afraid. 
Every man naturally wants to run away from 
God. To be sure, there is something in him 
that says, “ You need God,” but there is also 
something that says, “You have offended 
God.” And man wants to hide as Adam did 
in the garden. 

This world is without God and against 
God, and He might have said, “ Let them be 
without Me;” He might have left us to our 
perdition. But He has not done that. Has 
He sent us instruction and teaching? He 
has done a great deal more than that. 

He has sent us a gift. He did not sell us 


janything; He did not give us anything in 
|exchange for something that we brought to 


Him; He did not promise to give us some- 
thing; He did not merely offer us something; 
He did not offer his Son to the world; He 
You may call it 
an offer, as far as we are concerned, if you 
like. I may put a piece of gold on this table 
and say, “Any one who will take it may have 
it”; I give it. I may put as many pieces 
as there are people here; it is no longer 
mine. In one sense you may say it is offered ; 
but it is given, and you would not have a 
right to take it if it were not. 


WHAT IS THE GIFT? 


We will not dwell much on this to-night, 
but of course this is the substance of it all. 
God has given us His own Son. 

Look at this. Why has He done it? 
When did He give Him? From the begin- 
ning. Before you and [ were born; before 
our forefathers were born; before Adam was 
made; before the world was made, He gave 











Him in His heart of hearts; gave Him to us, 
gave Him for us. Why? Because He loved 
us. Qh, brethren, that we could understand 
this—that God loved us. 

“God is love,” says the apostle. There 
are not many definitions of God in the Bible; 
there are two or three, however, “God is 
love.” They tell us not what He commands, 
or promises, or gives, but what He is, 

n the first place, “I am that I am.” 
“*T am’ sent thee to them,” says God to 
Moses. He is being—the absolute being. 
Then, again, “God is light” —that is, truth 
and holiness, perfect truth, reality itself, and 

urity itself. And, besides this, “God is 
ove.” 

That Being, who is light and love, has 
many attributes. It is not said that God is 
majesty, that God is justice, or any other of 
His perfections; but it is said that “ God is 
love,” and “God is light,”—not that He has 
light and love, but that He is love—righteous 
love, holy love, wise love, powerful love, 
everlasting love. 


LOVE TO WHOM? 

In the first place, the question occurs, 
“ How could God love before the world was 
made, or anything was in existence?’ Sup- 
pose there was a man who spent years in per- 
fect solitude in the wilderness, and you should 
say, “ That man is a very loving man.” How 
do you know it? Whom does he love? How 
does he show his love? 
Ah! my brethren, this lets us deep into 
Fod. If God is love, whom did He love be- 


fore He made anything? The Bible answers | 


that God has a Son, whom He loves; that 
God, for ever and ever, has One to love, who 
is as Himself; that the unity of God is not a 
solitude ; that there is, in that unity of God, 
heart answering to heart, and love auswering 
to love; that there is One who is the bright- 
ness of His glory for ever, and the express 
image of His person, in whom He beholds 
Himself and loves Himself, yet in Another. 
Oh, we speak of things into which angels 


cannot see, por can we see, further than the | 


very words of the Bible, and some little ink- 
ling that they give to us of this wonderful 
love of God. What a God is ours! Not the 
God of philosophy—a poor, cold, lonely god. 
No; a God who is a Father from everlasting. 
Think of that! The creation of God is the 
kingdom of a Father. God is the everlasting 
Father, and Christ is the everlasting Son. 
That is whom God loves, to begin with. 


DOES HE LOVE ANYBODY ELSE? 

We see in the Bible a number of men of 
whom it is said God loved them. ‘Take one 
instance—Daniel. “O, man greatly be 
We say to ourselves, 


loved,” says the angel. 
O that I were a Daniel ! 
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We see that the people of I-rael were loved 
of God. I had’ marked two or three 
sag‘s; here is one of them: “ The Lord did 
not set His love upon you nor choose you be- 
cause you were more in number than any 
people ; for ye were the fewest of all people: 
but because the Lord loved you,” &c. (Deut. 
vii. 7,8.) Again: “I have loved thee with 
an everlasting love, therefore with loving 
kindness have I drawn thee.” (Jer. xxxi 
3.) And again, the first words in the book 
of Malachi: “I have loved you, saith the 
Lord.” And we say to ourselves, O that I 
were the people of Israel ! 

But there is more than this. You need not 
be Daniel or Israel. See what Paul says: 
“After that the kindness and love of God our 
Saviour toward man appeared.” God loved 
man. God made man in His own image, and 
loved him when He made him; and loved 
him before he fell, and after he fell. 

Do not let us make any confusion here. 
There are two very different subjects that 
must not be confounded,—God’s Jove to man, 
to the vilest man, God’s love to rebels; and 
God’s delight in a man when that man re 
turnsto Him. See the father of the prodigal 
son. Did he, for one instant, cease to love 
his child? Did not he love him before he 
left the house, and after he left the house, 
and all the time he was out of the house? 
But he did not delight in him, and did not 
approve him. And he never could have re- 
ceived him if the son had wanted to bring 
back with him the companions of his evil 
living, those miserable women with whom he 
wasted his substance. But as soon as he 
comes back the father does not begin to love 
him. He reccives him with open arms, and 
now he delights in him, and gives him the 
place that had been waiting for him all the 
time. 

Just so, we can tell any man, God loves you ; 
but don’t you remain in your rebellion, 
estranged from God. Hasten back to the 
Father’s home, and the Father’s heart, that 
His love may rest upon you, that He may 
delight in you. 

See what the apostle says in Romans v. : 
“God commendeth His love toward us, in 
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died 
for us.” He says to us, “Love your ené- 
mies.” Don’t you think He does as much? 
He died for His enemies, to make them His 
friends. Hetook on Himself, in Christ Jesus, 
the iniquity of us all. 

Here is Christ's own word; this is what 
He says: “God so loved the world, that He 
gave His only-begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth on Him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” Here is the measure of 
His love. Now do you see your name in the 
Bible? Are you in the world, of the world? 
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“God so loved the world, that He gave His 
only-begotten Son.” There is the gift. 
Think of God looking down upon this mis- 
erable little world of sinners, and seeing that 
He could not receive these sinners into fel- 
lowship with Himself, because they had for- 
feited their. very life, because a mortal dis- 
ease had taken hold of them, because they 
were guilty and polluted, because God’s law 
must in some way be sanctioned. And what 
did He do? If we can speak. thus of God, 
we can imagine Him thinking within Himself 
what He could do to save the world; and 
finally, seeing that if the world is to be saved 
at all, He must Himself, in His own Son 
(God was in Christ),—_He must go down and 
be a man, in order to atone for the guilt of 
men, and to reconcile the world unto Him- 
self. 

And He did it. He gave His own Son. 
He delivered Him up into the hands of sin- 
ners, and the Son said, “ Lo! here am I, to 
do Thy will.” He made Himself as a ser- 
vant, and was obedient unto death, even the 
death of the cross. 

Oh, my brethren, do you understand that 
love? No, you do not; I do not; the angels 
do not. And nobody does but God. 

We read—and with this word we will close 
for the present—that Christ was standing by 
the grave of Lazarus, and seeing all the mis- 
ery and ruin that sin had wrought in this 
world, He wept—“Jesus wept.” Then said 
the Jews, when they saw His tears flowing, 
“* Behold, how He loved him!’ We knew 
He was an acquaintance of the'rs—a friend 
—but we never thought He loved him as 
much as that.” 

Oh, my brethren, when the Lord Jesus, the 
everlasting Son of God, in our mortal flesh, 
died as a malefactor on the cross, then, me- 
thinks, the angels looked to each other, and 
eeraphim said to seraphim, beneath the wings 
with which they cover their faces,—they 
whispered to each other— 


“ BEHOLD HOW HE LOVES THEM!” 
————+eo 


From an address by Prof. J. H. Seelye, of 
Mass., on Temperance. “I do not believe 
that the day we look for is to dawn from ad 
vancing education. A sound education is of 


incalculable wor‘h—good scholars are price- | 


less—but education, in itself considered, has 
never proved itself a source of moral reform. 
It has often, perhaps always, if we look at it 
comprehensively, had its birth in some moral 
impulse ; but education has never made men 
moral, and it is a great mistake, as the whole 
history of education will show, if we suppose 
it able to change the deep seated moral ten 
dencies of the human mind.” 


REVIEW. 


From The Children’s Missionary Paper. 
MADAGASCAR. 


RAFARAVAVY'S ESCAPE. 

Before the misssonaries left Madagascar in 
the year 1836, a Christian lady, named Rafar- 
avavy, had set apart one of the largest houses 
in Antananarivo for the worship of God. When 
this could no longer be used, she and a few 
friends met at her own house on Snnday 
evenings to read the Bibie and pray together. 
This too, had been forbidden by the Queen; 
and one day three of her slaves went to the 
judge to tell him about it. A Christian who 
heard them, told Rafaravavy, and she hid 
her Bible and other books before the officers 
came to search for them. Her father, who 
was not a Christian, was very angry with the 
slaves, and put them in irons; but she for- 
gave them, and ordered them to be set free. 
Two of them afterwards became Christians, 
and one of these died for her faith. 

When Rafaravavy was brought before the 
judge, he tried to persuade her to tell the 
names of those who had met with ber to read 
and pray. As she would not do this, he told 
the Queen what she had done. The Queen 
was very angry and said, “Is it possible 
that any one is so daring as to defy me? and 
that one a woman too! Go and put her to 
death at once.” However, two officers per- 
suaded the Queen to forgive her because her 
father and brother had done good service for 
the State. So she escaped with paying a fine; 
but was told that if ever she did the same 
thing again, she would have to die. 

Rafaravavy was so closely watched after 
this that she removed to a house some distance 
off, and here a few Christians s»metimes met 
by night to pray and read the Bible, Ofien 
| they went many miles away, and held their 
| meetings in hollows on the mountain sides, or 
| in the depths of the forest. You may see by 
the picture on page 5, what a Malagasy forest 
is like and how easily people may hide there. 
King Radama used to say that he had 
|two Generals with which he could defy any 
|army that invaded his country, General 
“ Hazo” and Gencral “ Tazo,” the “ Fever” 
and the “ Forests;” and as there are no roads 
| from the coast to the capital, it would be very 
| bard for any army to get through such for- 
| ests as you see in this picture. 

Rafaravavy was not long left in quiet. A 
relation of oue of the Christians who met at 
her house, went to the judges and accused ten 


| 
| 


lof them. These were all taken to prison, and 
|among them was Rasalama, whose story you 


read last month. The judges, wishing to find 
out the names of the rest, sent officers to 
Rafaravavy to persuade her to tell them. 
| They tried to deceive her, sxying that the 
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Queen knew already; but she answered, “ If, | 
as you say, the Queen knows as well as I do, | 
why do you ask me again?’ For fourteen 
days the Christians were kept in great anxiety, 
for they did not know what would be done 
with the prisoners. Then the people were 
ordered to seize everything that belonged 
to Rafaravavy. She did not know anything 
about it till the mob rushed into her house, 
carried off the things that were in it, and 
then pulled the building down. Then four | 
soldiers told her to go with them. She asked 
them where they were taking her, but they | 
only said, “The Queen knows what to do} 
with you.” They took her along the road to| 
Ambohipotsy, so she thought they were going 
to put her to death, but she did not feel at all | 
afraid. However they only took her to a) 
house where fetters were fastened on her. | 
One of the soldiers said to the smith, “D» 
not make them too fast: it will be difficult to | 
take them off, and she is to be put to death at 
cock-crow to-morrow.” So they thought; 
but in the night a fire broke out in the town, 
burning down many of the houses, which | 
were only built of wood and thatch, and 
causing so much dismay among the people | 
that an order was given that no one need | 
work for the Government for the present. So 
the executioners had to wait for further or- 
ders, and again Rafaravavy’s life was spared. 
She was kept for some months in irons, and 
was then sold in the public market to one of 
the chief officers. He gave her into the 
charge of another, a relation of hers, who! 
treated her kindly. He let her go about as 
she liked, so long as she got her work done. | 
Sometimes she went two miles off to read and 
prey with other Christians at the house of 

afaralahy, the young man who was with 
Rasalama when she was put to death. This 
brought her into fresh danger, for Rafaral- 
ahy’s partner, who had once called himself a} 
Christian; basely betrayed him to the Gov- 
ernment in the hope that he would thus get 
some of his property. The judges tried to 
get Rafaralahy to confess who his companions 
were; but he bravely said. “I am_ here. 
I have done it. 
leases with me, I will not accuse my friends.” 
0 they put him to death. Then they seized 
his wife and servant, and flogged them till 
they told all the names. 

Rafaravavy, was away with two other 
Christian women, and krew nothing of what 
had happened till a note was put into her 
hands, warning her that all their names had 
been told by Rafaralahy’s wife. Her two 
companious fled at once, while she went into 
the town to warn others of their danger. 
Then in the darkness of the night they fled 


from the city, and by next evening were forty 
miles away. 











. 


|or zone of the habitable earth. 
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PROGRESS OF CHRISTIANITY. 


BY W. B. ORVIS. 

All those agencies which look towards the 
world’s speedy conversion, have increased at 
least fifty-fold, within the past fifty years; 
while the population of the earth has not even 
doubled. The Bible Societies, the Tract So- 
cieties, the Bethel Societies, the Missionary 


| Societies, and their work have increased to 


the extent above named: and the Sabbath- 
school work has increased an hundred-fold in 
the past fifty years. The same proportionate 
ratio of increase for fifty years to come, ‘in 
all the benevolent agencies for propagating 
the gospel in all the earth, as the mathemati- 
cal eye, not to say an eye of faith, can see, 


|would witness the gospel’s prevalence and 


triumph in every barbarian and heathen realm 
—and not an idol worshipped in any province 
When Christ 
came, nine-tenths of the human family were * 
worshipping idols—now, not one-third of that 
family are held in that form of spiritual 
thraldom. Practical Idolatry now holds 
about 300,000,000 of earth’s population its 
devotees, while the number is very swiftly 


| decreasing—and the youth is now breathing 


the atmosphere of earth, who may live to see 
the last vestiges of idolatry swept from the 
earth, and all the nations in the reception of 
the modifying and moulding influeuces of 
Christianity ; and less than a century from 
this date, may see the school-house and 
church for the worship of the living God, 
on every five miks square of the populated 


| earth. 


Three hundred years ago, the ancient bas- 
tiles of feudalism and chronic civil and spirit- 
ual despotisms, held the nations of Europe, 
and the world in conscience-fetters and serf- 


| dom, in sectional strifes and jarring factions ; 


and superstition and priestcraft ruled. But 
the work of civilization and of Christianizin 

the nations, has advanced with a stride - 
momentum that betokens the speedy con- 


Let the Queen do as she| joining of the new heavens and earth, as 


bodies mutually approaching each other 
come more swiftly to impact as they draw 
nearer thereto. 

Seventy-five years ago, i. ¢. at the com- 
mcncement of the present century, the num- 
ber of those enrolled as members of evan- 
gelical churches in our land, was as one te 
fifteen of the population, now the number is 
as one to five—i. e., the advance has been at 
least three to one in favor of the churches, 
and that too, while all the foreign Mission 
work, and Bible work, and Slavery extinc- 
tion, and other benevolent Christianizing 
agencies have taken their rise, and have done 
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their mighty work within that time. Thus, 
the churches of Zion, while watering thirsty 
souls have been abundantly watered them- 
selves! Who shall say that the British and 


American Bible Societies are not able to fill|a 


the world with Bibles in fifty years, and that 
the Missionary and Sabbath-school workers of 
Christendom, will not plant the school-house 
and the Christian Church in every community, 
in one hundred years ? 

The past growth of Christianity almost if 
not quite warrants the hope. Thus take the 
ratio of increase as given by a late Christian 
writer—Sharon Turner. 


The Christians numbered at the close of the 
Centuries thus: 


500,000 
2,000,000 
5,000,000 

10 millions. 
20 millions. 15th 
24 millions. 16th 
30 millions. 17th 
40 millions. 18th 

50 millions. Middle of 19th 300 millions. 

Close of 19th, 450 or 500 millions. 
* . + 


lith 
12th 
13th 
14th 


70 millions. ¢ 
80 millions. 
75 millions, 
80 millions. 
100 millions. 
125 millions. 
155 millions. 
200 mi!lions. 

About three-fourths of the population of 
the earth are under Christian governments 
to-day ; viz—al] America, all Europe, but a 
small corner, (Turkey,) all northern and 
northwestern Asia, and one-third of Africa, 
all the East and West Dhdies, Australia, and 
also, most of the Islands of the Pacific:— 
and all the remaining portions of the earth, 
as China, Japan, Africa, and the Islands of 
the seas, are being swiftly modified and| 
moulded, as to government, education, and | 
religion, by Christian nations, which are | 
exercising a preponderating influence over 

em. 

Thus it will be seen that only one Century, | 
(the 13th) has witnessed a retrograde of the 
church—and the work is progressing now 
more rapidly, as this writer says, than at any 
former period ; and he exultingly asks : 

“What imagination can forecast the con- 
quests of the next fifty years? The leaven 
is working in every land! The old empires 
of idolatry and superstition are effete, and 
ready to vanish, while new Christian empires 
are born, almost in a day !” 

The “mountain” rolls onward with a 
mighty momentum, and ere long, “Who 
shall count the dust of Jacob, or number the 
fourth part of Israel ?” 


“2 


For Friends’ Review 
CARE OF INDIANS. 

The Associated Executive Committee of 
Friends on Indian Affairs closed its regular 
semi-annual meeting on the 13th inst. All 
“ Yearly Meetings were represented except 

owa. 

To a large extent the work of the various 
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Agencies is progressing satisfactorily. Great 
and ever-varying difficulties attend the man- 
agement of almost every part of the duties 
towards the Indians, and imperfections will 


ar. 

Sia all the schools continue to be filled 
with pupils, and many more could enter in 
some places if there was room. 

The large number of persons, white and 
Indian, attending meetings for worship and 
instruction, was a very interesting feature of 
the reports received. 

The Committee felt that a reasonable de- 
gree of liberty, as to modes of instruction, 
must be allowed to those in the field, and who 
are dealing with the difficult question of 
teaching Indians. Yet they also felt an 
earnest desire that all methods should recog- 
nize the immediate headship of our Saviour, 
and the guidance of His spirit; and that the 
end of regeneration and a truly holy life 
should always be kept in view. 

A brief memorial was agreed upon to Con- 
gress against the transfer of Indians to the 
War Department, and urging proper laws 
for the government of all Indians, with 
Courts and constabulary for the enforcement 
of the same. 

(From The Christian Weekly.) 
WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT. 


BY S. IRENAZUS PRIME, D. D. 


To have lived eighty years in the world, to 
have been writing for the press more than 
seventy of those years, and in all that life 
time to have written “no line which dyin 
he would wish to blot,” is more than coul 
be said with truth of any other living man 
than Mr. Bryant. 

Note the facts. Perhaps he would not ad- 
mit the last of these statements, for every 
writer doubtless would gladly erase from his 
printed lines of prose or verse some that he 
has outgrown or reconsidered. But William 
Cullen Bryant began to write verses for the 
county newspaper before he was ten years of 
age, and they were printed then. He is now 
past the age of eighty. His pen was never 
idle: at fourteen he was known as an author, 
at nineteen he wrote one of the best poems 
he has ever written, and with books and jour- 
nalism he has been daily employed, with no 
loss of time by illness, or public office, or 
idleness, so that of him it may be said as of 
no other living man, that he has been writing 
for the press more than threescore and ten 
years, 

Blessed, thrice blessed he, if in all those 
years he has given to the world such thoughts 
only as tend to meke men betterand happier: 
no words that sully the imagination of the 





FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 567 


purest, or lower the moral tone of the best, | Cheerful in company, he is not given to 
among the sons and daughters of the great| talk nor to hilarity. [tis not often that he 
human family. For a bad thought, a loose| charms with a flash of wit, though his quiet 
sentiment, or an unwise word let out on the| humor and apt anecdote make him a pleas- 
air in @ printed page is instantly beyond|ant companion. All the years of this century, 
recall. It flies abroad on its evil mission,| and all the men who have made its history, 
silent and deadly, like th: malarial poison ;| are in his memory as years and men that are 
and all the more dangerous and fatal when| part of his own actual life! Having been 
the wings of genius and the charm of song| early the whole of this long period a student 
and the tongue of fame give it currency an !| of public affairs, an observer and critic, he is 
power. ‘doubtless more familiar with the life and 
Born in the rural region of New England | times of the last seventy years than aay man 
and taught at Williams College, which is| now on the stage. To sit a! the side of such 
girt with lo‘ty hills as the mountains are|a Nestor, to listen to a bard and prophet who 
round about Jerusalem, the young poet was|livesin the past rather than in the future, is one 
Nature’s own child and votary. Her worship |of thore rare pleasures which, once enjoyed, 
was not idolatry, for to his discerning eye|are cherished among the memorabilia of a 
and yearning heart, the hand of Nature) lifetime. 
clothing the fields and hillsides with verdure| The beauty, serenity and sweetness of the 
and beauty was the hand of God. The voices | Christian’s life in God are his, and as the 
of Nature in the meadow streams and moun- | shades ot evening are thickening about him, 
tain torrents, in the growth of corn and in| his is tht perfect peace which passes under- 
the thunderstorm, were the speech of Him | derstanding, yet is as a river deep, strong, 
whose praises were sung by the morning stars and advancing. Near to his beautiful coun- 
in their early hymns, and have been chanted | try seat at Roslyn, L. L., is the little Presby- 
all the ages downward, in the hearing of him | terian church, where am ng the rural people 
who has ears to hear. |who love and admire him as a prophet, he 
No poet other than one whore spirit recog- takes his seat at the communion table, and 
nized the Living Spirit in Nature could sing) finds, while he shows, that we are members of 
the “ Forest Hymn” of Bryant, beginning | one family and members one of another in 
with the familiar lines: familiar because to | Christ Jesus our Lord. 
all experience true : ~ —— 


“The groves were God’s first temples. Ere man CHEMISTRY AND MODERN THOUGHT. 
learned . : : 
To hew the shaft and lay the architrave This was the subject of a paper read in 
And spread the roof above them, ere he framed January by H. B. Baildon at a scientific 
The lofty vault, to gather and roll back meeting in Edinburgh. In the course of it 
The suund of anthems: in the darkling wood he remarked that chemistry, like all other 
ye pe cool and silence, he knelt down 'sciences, was full of unanswered questions. 
nd offered to the Mightiest solemn thanks M , lake °, it had 
And supplication.” Mature and elaborate as li was, it had not 
surrendered the keys of its causation. We 
might talk glibly enough of chemical affini- 
ties, though we could give no reason for 
« Be it ours to meditate, ‘them. It was possible that at some future 
In these calm shades, Thy milder majesty, time a further step might be made ; some re- 
— to the beautiful order of Thy works lation between the form of the molecules and 
arn to conform the order of our lives. these affinities might be discovered. But 
The poet’s prayer was answered. The it seemed certain, from all previous experi- 
order of his life has been conformed to the ence, that, virtually, the same question would 
beautiful pattern shown to him in the mount) remain unanswered—a law being found ac- 
of God’s works. Natural, religious, gentle | cording to which the molecules attract each 
and strong, pursuing the even tenor of his|other, but for whose existence no reason 
way, he has in his daily walk and long jour-|could be assigned. Passing on to inquire 
ny on the pathway of human life, illustrated | what bearing chemistry had upon Tyndall’s 
the highest and best lessons of instruction for | notion of matter, the professor found in mat- 
them that follow. | ter, firstly, the “ promise of all terrestrial life,” 
Simple in his habits, systematic and tem | Did he mean that there was nothing but mat- 
péerate, walking much for exercise and me li-| ter in exis'ence? If so, it was contradictory 
tation, notwithstanding the sedentary life of| to the professor's own admission of the mys- 
a student he enjoys a hearty green old age,|tery of mind. Did it mean that the material 
aud is able now to enjoy and do a day’s labor | or physical universe consisted of matter? That 
far beyond the strength of many a much) | was tautologic. Or did it mean that matter 
younger man. traced back to its simplest forms gave prom- 


And closing with there less familiar but | 
finer line: : 
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ise of its future destiny ? If so, this last could 


flatly be denied. Matter in its simplest forms 
consisted of a number of separate elements. 
So long as these were kept apart, they exhib- 
ited peculiar and distinct properties. But on 


taking two whose single properties were known. | 


and allowing them to combine, there appeared 
what was virtually a new creation, a sub- 
stance possessing qualities different from 
those of its constituents. Neither of these, 
therefore, could be said to afford the promise 
of the resulting product. After a reference 
to the law of combination by weight, the 
reader treated of combination by volume, dif- 
fusion of gases, and crystallization. 
cluded by saying that to his mind the fact of 
crystallization was higher than that of any 
law they had yet dealt with; it declared most 
distinctly the connection between beauty and 
purity, the tendency of the crystal being to 
cast out all chemical impurity. 


FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


PHILADELPHIA, FOURTH MO. 22, 1876. 





Tae Girt or Miyistry.—Our readers’ 
attention has been lately called to the subject 
of “ministry among Friends” by an essay 
continued from num! er to number ; the prin- 
cipal portions of which had appeared before, 
some time since, upon our pages. 
bear reading more than once, with advantage. 
We find nothing to dissent from in its lucid 
statements and judicious counsels. On the 
expression placed at the head of this article, 
which is used repeatedly in the essay mention- 
ed, a few words may be said, rather in ampli- 
fication than in criticism. 

Believing fully that no one is rightly au- 
thorized to preach the Gospel without a clear 
commandment from God to enter such a ser- 
vice, it is evident that all gifts, natural as 
well as spiritual, possessed by the minister, 
ought to be utilized in his work. Natural 
gifts, as original thought, acquired knowledge, 
and facility of expression, he shares with 
others, not called to the ministry. Spiritual 
experience, ‘‘the inspiration of the divine 
life,” as distinguished from “the inspiration 
of revelation,”* is shared also, with all Chris- 
tians. What is special to the minister of the 
Gospel is the commandment to use these in 


*J. McLeod Campbell, 


He con- | 
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public labor, with special support and bless- 
ings from the Holy Spirit in this, guidance 
from day to day, and sometimes intimations 
of a prophetic kind in regard to individuals 
or occasions. Although predictions of par- 
ticular events are rarely authorized, and 
every minister should guard strenuously 
against imagining such to be committed to 
him, yet this caution must not be allowed to 


|impugn the reality of superratural guidance 


in ministry. As truly as it was realized by 
the disciples who saw Him in the flesh after 
the resurrection, ought it to be understood 
and felt now by those who wait upon Him, 
how full of promise were the words of Jesus, 
“T am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world.” Otherwise, what some have 
called our “theory” of preaching is nullified 
'by a vagueness hardly less than that which 
attends the verbal recognition, by other de- 
| nominations, of the necessity of a Divine call 
to the ministry. 








It will | 


Our point is, that, in the spiritual sense, 


~ | there is no gift in the ministry apart from the 


| Giver, the Head of the Church. No “roving 
| commission” is afforded to any ove for public 
| preaching, to be acted upon at his own plea- 
ture, or according merely to his own discre- 
tion. If this idea should anywhere, consciously 
‘or unconsciously, enter and obtain influ- 
|ence amongst Friends, it must be regretted, as 
revolutionary and destructive ; being incom- 
patible with the “foundation truths” upon 
| which the Society of Friends has always stood, 
and must stand, while it has anything more 
\than a nominal identity of existence. 

Also, for the same reasons, ro sharp exclu- 
sive line ought to be drawn between ministers 
and other members, as to religious service. 
“The manifestation* of the Spirit is given to 
every man to profit withal.” This expression, 
in the place where it occurs, we believe to re- 
fer to the living members of the Church of 
Christ. Besides “following after charity,” 
the Apost’e encourages all such to desire 
spiritual gifts, “ but rather that ye may pro- 
phesy.” Occasional ministry, under the 
prompting of the Spirit, may be as effectually 
blessed as that which comes in the vocation 
of the acknowledged minister. “So,” as 





*1 Cor. xii. 7; phanerosis. 
| that by which it is translated. 


The word means no less than 





FRIENDS’ 


George Fox wrote,* “let none quench the 


Spirit, nor its motions, nor grieve it, nor err | 
|conditions named. 


from it; but be led by it, which keeps every 
one in their tents; which Holy Spirit of God 
giveth them an understanding, how to serve, 
worship and please the holy, pure God, their 


Maker and Creator in Christ Jesus, and how | 


to wait, speak and answer the Spirit of God 
in His people: in which Holy Spirit is the 
holy unity and ee” 

PHILADELPHIA YEARLY MEETING.—The Meet- 
ing of Ministers and Elders assembled on Sev- 
enth-day, 4mo. 15th, and the Yearly Meeting on 
the morning of Second-day, 17th. The attend- 
ance of members was large. From other Yearly 
Meetings, there were present Stanley Pumphrey, 
from England; Barnabas C. Hobbs, from Wes- 
tern Yearly Meeting ; Dougan Clark, Sarah Ann | 
Linton and John P. Penington, from Indiana 
Alfred A. Bailey, from Kansas ; 
nah B. Tatum, from Ohio; Deborah C. Thomas, 
from Baltimore. 


After a time of solemn silence, before the | 


opening minute was read, words of affectionate 
exhortation and aspiration were uttered, first by 


a minister of Philadelphia, and then by Stanley | 


Pumphrey ; tenderly appealing for Christian con- 


descension and gentleness in the proceedings of | 
the meeting. This admonition was not too early | 
introduced, as soon appeared. 
by the clerk, that a document was upon the | 
table, such as the discipline required to have re- | 
ferred to a committee for examination. 
Friends were named, and then another docu- | 


It was mentioned 


Four 


ment obtained similar reference. The Commit- 


tee, after retiring for the purpose, reported, that | 


one of the documents examined was signed by the 
clerk of Kansas Yearly Meeting, and contained 
an acknowledgment of the kindness of members 
of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting for aid extended 
to those who suffered from the famine caused by 
the grasshoppers a year and a half ago. This 


paper was recommended not to be read to the | 
the action referred to having been that | 


meeting ; 
of individuals, not of this Yearly Meeting as a| 
body. The other document proved to be a 
communication from the executors of Henry H, 
Mosher, expressing their inability to act upon 
the minute of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting sent 


last year, leaving to the executors the responsi- | 


bility of deciding whether or not to pay over the 


$10,000 named in H. Mosher’s will to be placcd| 


under control of this Yearly Meeting as “in 
unity with London Yearly Meeting ;"’ and re- 
questing a definite reply upon the subject the 
* 1679 
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present year, whether Philadelphia Yearly Meet- 
ing will or will not receive the legacy under the 
A leading member of the 
| meeting remarked that, three years ago, this 
Yearly Meeting issued a full account of the posi- 
tion taken by it in regard to the other Yearly 
Meetings of the Society ; and that, as the execu- 
tors of Henry Mosher may be supposed to have 


| seen this, they appearing not to be satisfied with 


it, it would be advisable for the executors to be set 
at liberty to do with the money whatever they 
|thought best. Information received from one of 
| the executors was mentioned by another mem- 
| ber, concerning their unwillingness to act upon 
| their own judgment ; so that, if this meeting will 
not give either a clear acceptance or a positive 
declension of the legacy, the matter will probably 
|require to be adjudicated by a court. Several 
| members thought that the course which would 
| best set the subject at rest, under the circum- 





. | stances of this meeting, would be simply to de- 
David and Han- | 


cline the legacy, without assigning any reasons 
| therefor. 

| A minute of the clerk was, however, read and 
declared to be adopted, notifying the executors 
| that this meeting has no other proposition to offer 
\than that which was made to them last year; 
which, it will be remembered by our readers, 
| throws upon the executors the burden of deciding 
whether or not, Philadelphia Yearly Meeting is 
|e ‘in unity with London Yearly Meeting,” so as 
to meet the requirement of Henry Mosher's 
will. 

The Minutes of the Meeting for Sufferings 

|were then read. Some increase was noted in 
the sale and gratuitous distributiun of books and 
pamphlets concerning the doctrines and princi- 
ples of Friends ; about 6000 books and pamph- 
|lets having been disposed of during the past 
| year. 
A memorial was presented on behalf of the 
| Meeting for Sufferings to the South Carolina 
Legislature, asking legal permission to sell and 
appropriate the proceeds of the so-called “ Qua- 
ker lot” in Charleston, S. C., given by George II 
in 1731 to Thomas Kimberly, for the building, 
furnishing or repairing meeting houses for 
Friends in any portion of the United States. 
| The reason given for this request was, that there 
|are now no members of the Society of Friends 
| resident in Charleston, and only one Friends’ 
|family sojourning in a remote part of the State 
|of South Carolina. The request was granted, by 
an act of the S. C. legislature. 

The most important subject of action of the 
Meeting of Sufferings during the year was the 
preparation of an epistle to the members of our 
| Society referring to ‘‘ deviations from and inno- 


| 
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vations upon the principles and testimenies of 
the Society,” to which were ascribed disunity, 
scattering and loss. Under this heading, the first 
reference made was to Bible-schools, “‘ as many 
of them are conducted ;” no allusion being 
made to the possibility of their being so con- 
ducted as to be safe and beneficial. Other topics 
named were, the reading of the Bible in Friends’ 
meetings for worship, singing and instrumental 
music in the same, &c. After a number of 
members had expressed approval of this epistle, 
remarks were made in deprecation of some of 
its expressions especially concerning Bible- 
schools, by a minister (present with a certificate) 
from another Yearly Meeting. To the painful 
surprise of many members of the meeting, this 
Friend was interrupted during his discourse, by 
two or three who sat in the highest seats, near the 
clerk. Notwithstanding the interruption, how- 
ever, he proceeded, and concluded his earnest 
vindication of the great body of Friends in the 
West from the implication of disloyalty to those 
principles of “‘ primitive Christianity ” which were 
held by early Friends. Aftcr a minute had been 
read by the clerk, directing the publication and 
distribution of this epistle on behalf of the 
Yearly Meeting, several voices were raised in 
objection to portions of its contents. In the midst 
of this expression of dissent, a proposal for ad- 
journment was made and acted upon. 

FRIENDS’ FREEDMEN’S ASSOCIATION OF PHIL- 
ADELPHIA.—On Second-day evening, 4th mo. 
17th, a large meeting of this body was held in 
the Committee-room of the Arch street meeting- 
house. 
Garrett acting as secretary. A very interesting 
report of the Executive Board was read, giving | 
particulars of all parts of the work. There have | 
been, during the year, 19 schools, in Virginia and 


North Carolina, receiving some aid from the As- | 


sociation, of which 13 are dependent entirely | 
upon its funds. The monthly enrolment of pupils | 
has been as high as 2,352, with an average at- | 
tendance of 1,652. Bible-schools have had an 
enrolment as high as 1,593. 
Superintendent and his wife, 38 teachers have | 
been engaged, of whom 12 were colored. Hamp- | 


ton Normal School has offered to take six of the | 
best pupils, and give them at least one year of 


training without charge. As heretofore, attention 


has been given to distributing Bibles and other | 


religious books and tracts. 
Bibles, 1,088 Testaments and Psalms, 204 
Testaments, 702 portions of the Bible, and 
31,668 Tre-ts 
books, has. been given out. 
in religion, anda deepening tone of seriousness, 


In the year, 1,738 


Marmaduke C. Cope presided; John B. | 


In addition to the} 


(including juveniles) and little | 
Much interest | 
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with less excess of demonstration, have been ob- 
served. Physical relief has also been found ne- 
cessary in a number of instances. Earnest efforts 
to promote total abstinence among the colored 
people have resulted in excellent effects. Im- 
provement in their homes, aided by a fund 
kindly provided by a Friend for the purpose, has 
continued satisfactorily. 

Stanley Pumphrey, having not long since vis- 
ited some of the Southern States, expressed a 
high appreciation of the labors of the Superin- 
tendent and teachers employed by the Associa- 
tion, and mentioned the grateful feelings prevail- 
ing among the colored people towards Friends. 
A marked difference is noticeable between those 
settlements brought under the influence of 
Friends’ schools and those remote from them. 
In some of the latter neither school-house nor 
place of worship, of any kind, is accessible to the 
colored population. The work of Friends has 
really touched but a very small part of the im- 
mense region of country in need of the same 
kind of help and improvement. By the prepara- 
tion of colored feachers, however, the good influ- 
| ence widens and is multiplied. Another speaker 
mentioned that not less than 300 colored teachers, 
educated in the schools under care of Friends, 
are now engaged in giving instruction in different 
| parts of the South. 

All portions of the work of the Association ap- 
peared to be in a very encouraging condition, as 
meeting a great need and receiving a blessing, 
with one apparent exception only—that of the 
present condition of the treasury. With about as 
large an amount of contributions ($9410.95) and 
| receipts from other sources as last year, the re- 
quisite expenditures have nevertheless produced 
\a deficit of $673.78, while at least $1,500 will be 
needful for the expenses of the remainder of the 
season. We would earnestly second here the 
expressions of; several present at the meeting ; 
| who urged that the lights already kindled by the 
| Association, giving not only intellectual but also 
| moral and spiritual benefit to so many, ough/ not 
to be allowed to go out. We owe a debt to the 
colored race in the South, which has not yet been 
nearly paid. Let the minds of Friends be stirred 
up to a prompt replenishing of the now exhausted 
treasury of the Association. Richard Cadbury is 
its Treasurer, at the Provident Life and Trust 
|Co., 108 South Fourth street, Philadelphia. 





= 


Our CORRESPONDENCE.—We have received 
from a long known and valued contributor, 4 
|communication upon “ Jstinctive Dress," of 
which the following are the opening sentences: 


“The subject of dress has in the different 
ages of the Society of Friends claimed a large 
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share of attention. Not that any particular form 
was deemed essential to salvation. But as dress 
is required by the rules of propriety, and neces- 
sary for protection against climatic influences, 
it is important that it should be adapted to those 
purposes; and be in its form and construction, 
convenient for use ; and (for the greater number) 
as inexpensive as may be. This involves the 
consideration of durability. As we see in the 
various works of the Creator a beautiful sym- 
metry in the adaptation of part to part, so there 
may be in dress, a regard to neatness and pro- 
portions ; but avoiding grotesqueness, as well as 
undue superfluity. So far asa rule may be laid 
down, every one should dress with a simplicity 
and neatness that will leave the mind at ease ; 
and afford no food for vanity, either by attempt 
at display or affected singularity; keeping in 
view the idea of utility; ever bearing in mind 


that we derive every good from the Author of our | 


existence; and that it is our duty to apply all 
His gifts to those 
ends intended, an 


that should subsist in our lives, in full accord- 
ance with the revealed will of our Heavenly 
Father; and that will is revealed through His 
beloved Son. 
Him, and thus become united to the Father and 


the Son, through the Holy Spirit, the inside will | 


be clean, and the outside also, 


Then, there will 
be peace. 


We learn from the Holy Scriptures that from | 
very early ages, the most favored of the obedient | 


children of the Lord, have been more or less 
drawn into simplicity of attire, and the avoidance 
of needless ornament. 


tion to this subject important. 
their oft repeate 
exhortations to plainness of dress; and earnest 
recommendations to avoid falling into the changes 


So that among 


of fashions, and the gratification of vanity. | 
Heeding these repeated warnings and loving in- | 
vitations of those who had ‘tasted of the good | 
word of God and the powers of the world to} 
come,’ there grew up in the course of time a| 
certain distinctive uniformity of dress, in con- | 


formity with the Christian advices so often 
pressed upon the members. Now this being the 


case to that extent, that the members of the| 
Society have long been known to others by their | 


peculiar dress, it may be worth considering as a 
Separate question, how far it may be important 
to the welfare and usefulness of this religious 
Society to maintain this distinguishing trait.” 
The consideration of the subject which follows, 
includes, with some illustration, a clear and 


moderate statement of the arguments on behalf 


of the continuance of a “distinctive” dress for | 


members of the Society of Friends; with the 
substance of which arguments almost all our 


yume that shall serve the | 
minister to the praise and | 
glory of the Giver. There is a beautiful harmony | 


If we render entire obedience to | 


The religious Society of | 
Friends from their beginning, has deemed atten- | 


advices, we find ever recurring | 
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| people with the world ; the advantage of being 


| known as Friends, whereby opportunity sometimes 
occurs for promulgating our principles; and 
lastly, the presumption in favor of continuing a 
| usage which, down to the present period, has 
| been for several generations almost universal in 
|the Society. Prolonged discussion of this topic 

does not seem to us just now to be desirable; we 
| propose to dismiss it, therefore, with a very few 
‘remarks. Originally, the testimony of Friends 
|was to simplicity, not peculiarity of dress; for 
| distinction, not from other Christians, but from 


the irreligious world. Always must this testi- 


|mony to simplicity and unworldliness (in all 


|things) remain; it is undoubted, and indispensa- 
ible. Moreover, individual conscientious scruples 
concerning dress, as well as other things, must 
ever be respected. Were the costume spoken of 
as that of Friends really and constantly distinc- 
tive, it might be easier to insist upon the advant- 
age of its universality. But it is not so, in this 
country, any longer. Separatists from Friends, 
and also the members of a body well known in 
Pennsylvania (Dunkards) who were never con- 
nected with us, wear the same singular dress. 
Our feeling is one of affectionate regard for all 
usages associated in the past and present with 
worthy people, and with blessings experienced 
in the history of the Society. Never, without 
good and sufficient reason, would we have any 
one of these “ old landmarks” removed. Only 


\the good pleasure of the Divine Husbandman, 


whose vineyard the Church is, and who ploughs 
|and plants or builds wherever He will, ought to 
release any from the duty of maintaining accus- 
tomed limitations in even the smallest things. 
But it is of the very essence of true Quakerism 
to protest against any bondage of outward ordi- 
| nances, imposed by the prescription or expecta- 
tion of men. There may be (and is, in some, 
happily now narrowly limited quarters, )a ri#ualism 
in dress, as absolute and unwarrantable as that of 
'the nunnery or the monastery. May our religious 
Society everywhere be delivered from this; so 
\that, not loving or conforming to the world or 
the things of the world, its members being 
| ‘transformed by the renewing of their minds,” 
may hold forth, in full accordance with the Divine 
will, the simplicity of the truth as it is in Jesus. 
“Uneducated ministry” is the subject of re- 
mark by another correspondent. The suggestion 





readers must be familiar. They consist, essen- that some reguirement of education might be 
tially, of reference to the past experience of | maintained as a condition of the acknowledgment 
many who have found it to be an individual re-| of ministers, does not appear to us to be feasible. 
quirement of duty to wear a special dress; the |No such line, we believe, can be safely drawn. 
exemplary Christian character of numbers of| We may refer * this correspondent to a selection 
those who have done so; its action as a “ hedge,” | 


or interposing obstacle to the mingling of young) *See Acts iv. 13. 
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in our last number (p. 559) for a satisfactory 
statement upon this matter. 

J. N. sends us from Belvidere, N. C., an ac- 
count of a very interesting series of religious 
meetings at that place and at Piney Woods, held 
between the sth and 2oth of last month. Much 
feeling was manifested. According to a corres- 
pondent of the North Carolinian, ‘‘ about three 
hundred have been drawn into the fold; quite a 


number united with some branch of the Christian 
Church.”’ 





oo 
THE CHRISTIAN’S SECRET OF A Happy LIFE.t 
—We desire to set forth, by a few citations, the 


substance of the teaching of H. W. S. concerning 
** Guidance.” 

“Settle this point first of all, that Divine 
guidance has been promised, and that you are 
sure to have it, if you ask for it; and let no sug- 
gestion of doubt turn you from this.”’ ‘‘ The Sa- 
viour’s guidance will always manifest itself by, 
the Saviour’s Spirit ; and where, in obedience to 
Christ, we are led to act contrary to the advice 
or wishes of our friends, we shall prove that this 
is Our motive, by the love and patience which 
will mark our conduct.” 

‘“‘ There are two especial ways on which He re- 
veals His will to us—through the Scriptures, and 
by means of the direct voice of His Holy Spirit, 
making impressions upon our hearts and our | 
judgments. The first of these is the guidance to 
be found in the Bible. Until you have found and 
obeyed God's will in reference to any subject as 
it is there revealed, you need not ask nor expect 
a separate direct personal revelation. A great 
many fatal mistakes are made in this mattter of 
guidance, by the overlooking of this simple rule. | 
Where our Father has written out for us a plain 
direction about anything, He will not of course 
make an especial revelation to us about that 
thing.” ‘‘ The Bible is not only an ancient mes- 
sage from God sent to us many years ago, but it 
IS a present message sent to us each time we 
read it. ‘The words that I speak unto you, they 
are spirit, and they are life,’ and obedience to 
these words now is a living obedience to a pres- 
ent and personal command.” “ But if, upon 
searching, you do not find in the Bible any di- 
rections upon your point of difficulty, or if the di- 
rections given do not reach into all the especial 
details of the case, then you have a right to ask 
and to expect direct guidance by the voice of the 
Spirit, speaking in your soul, and making distinct 
impressions upon your mind as to your duty. He 


\of thy Lord! 





will surely guide you into the right paths, and 
will make known to you God’s sweet will con- 
cerning you; and you may realize not only your 
way, but even your very s/efs to be ordered by 
Him.” 

All this is what we are accustomed to recognize 
as the holding of Friends (not a/one, but more 


definitely than others) concerning guidance. Let 





us notice one or two other sentences: 

“But in giving yourselves up to these impres- 
sions of duty, there are two points very important 
to guard. If they are from the Spirit they will be 





+See No, 34, P. 536. 
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in accordance with Scripture and with a sancti- 
fied judgment, for God has surely not revealed 
His will in one place to contradict it in another, 
and His direct promise is that the ‘meek He will 
guide in judgment.’ Anything, therefore, which 
is contrary to Scripture or to a sanctified judgment 
must be rejected as from Satan,” ‘‘ As a general 
rule the first impressions are the right ones in a 
fully surrendered heart, for God is faithful in His 
dealings with us, and will cause His voice to be 
heard before any other voices. Such impressions 
should never be met by reasoning.” 

We would observe that it seems a delicate 


matter to discriminate between “‘ reasoning” 
concerning impressions of duty, and the exercise 
upon them of a “sanctified judgment.” This 
last expression leaves the door open for much di- 
versity in practical life. Lxferience is one ele- 
ment of importance in this diversity ; and ac- 
knowledging a place for judgment makes a place 
for individual humility and mutual tolerance. 
Impulsive persons who act habitually on “first 
impressions" may often err in judgment; is it 
not doubtful whether for these impressions to be 
the right ones is so genera/a rule as above stated? 
If it be so, then not being “ fully surrendered” 


| must account for the mistakes which certainly are 


not unfrequently made even in earnest Christian 
work. Our author is, however, not unmindful of 
this. 

“If, however, the suggestion does not seem 
quite clear enough to act upon, and doubt and 
perplexity ensue, especially if it is something 
about which one’s friends differ from us, then we 
may need, perhaps, a time of waiting on the 
Lord for further light." (We would have omitted 
here the word ferhaps ; regarding this need, in 
such a case, as certain.) ‘‘ But we must wait in 
faith, and in an attitude of entire surrender, saying 
‘Yes !' continually to the will of our Lord, let it 
be what it may.” ‘Look and listen for His 
dear voice continually, and the moment you are 
sure of it yield an immediate obedience. .. . « 
And oh, do not be afraid of this sweet life, lived 
hour by hour and day by day under the guidance 
If He seeks to bring thee out of 
the world and into a very close conformity to 
Himself, do not shrink from it. It is thy most 
blessed privilege. Rejoice in it. Embrace it 
eagerly. Let everything go that it may be thine. 


‘Dole not thy duties out to God, 
But let thy hand be free: 
Look long at Jesus; His sweet blood, 
How was it dealt to thee? 


‘The perfect way is hard to flesh; 
It is not hard to love; 

If thou wast sick for want of God, 
How swiftly wouldst thou move! 


‘Then keep thy conscience sensitive; 
No inward token miss: 
And go where grace entices thee ;— 
Perfection lies in this.’” 


Did not our space forbid lingering much 
longer over these interesting pages, remark 
might be made at some length upon what ap- 
pears to us, in one place at least, (p. 62) 
an incomplete account of the conditions of 
faith. Our author speaks of faith as “the 
simplest and plainest thing in the world, 
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and the most easy of attainment.” So it is, 
with those who have its evidences in posses- 
sion. But whoever has seen much of men 
must know that the Scriptures are not, to 
every mind (or state of mind), se/fevidenc 
ing. We must believe God; but how are 
we to know that God has spoken? Only by His 
Spirit, by whom ‘Zhe veil is taken away, can we 
receive, so as to be enabled to accept, the ‘‘ sub- 
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of things 
not seen.’’ This is admitted by the author; 
but a fuller and clearer recognition in the 
book before us of the ferceptible visitations 
and influence of the Spirit (alluded to and implied 
more often than distinctly named) would have 
made it stronger in some parts; especially in re- 
gard to faith and guidance. The last chapter 
(XVII) on “ The Joy of Union” appears,to our 
view not altogether free from mysticism. Still, 
very few recent religious books can be said to 
convey so truly spiritual, and yet so practical, a 
view of Christian truth. 

Our concluding remark upon this book must 
be made with some hesitation, lest it seem to in- 
dicate a too “ sectarian” standpoint. In reading 
it through, no word is met with which makes ref- 
erence to the religious holding of the Society of 
Friends. Yet we do not find one truth in it, one 
ray or gleam of the true “ secret of a happy life,”’ 
which was not read in the Scriptures by, and in- 
terpreted in the life-experience of Fox, Penn, 
Penington and Story. Nor can less or more be 
said of any other teachings of the “ Higher Life” of 
the present day. So far as they are true (and 
this is very much of their best setting forth) they 
are essentially Quakerism, pure and simple; 
without its traditions, and accoutred in an outer 
garb of novelty. Such partial infirmities of expo- 
sition as belong to this important school of relig- 
ious teaching, are of a somewhat different order, 
and have different affiliations. But the reflection 
presses upon us, that the truth held by the 
Society of Friends must have become much ob- 
scured from common sight, for any of its mem. 
bers to need to seek for it elsewhere than within 
its borders ; and, still more, for it to be scarcely 
recognized, when found, as_ being 
“open secret’’ of the ancient 
Gospel of Christ. 


the same 
and common 


oo 

FINLAND AND ITS PEOPLE.—Selma Borg, a 
Native of Finland, will lecture upon “ A Jour- 
ney in Finland,” at 8 P. M. 
at 1221 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.t Those 
competent to judge, speak well of her c»pacity to 


give an interesting and instructive account of her 
subject. 
_ 

*Compiled by Robert Barclay, 1673. 

TAdmission 75 cents; minors 50 cents. 


, on the 24th instant, } 


MARRIED. 

BROW N—CADBURY.—At Friends’ Meeting 
House on Twelfth street, Philadelphia, on Fourth day, 
Fourth Month 12th, Thomas K. Brown, of Westtown, 


Chester County, Pennsylvania, to Caroline, daughter of 
Richard and Lydia C. Cadbury of this city. 


DIED. 


BONSALL.—4th mo. oth, 1876, Joseph H. Bonsall, 
in the 43d year of his age; a member of the Western 
District Monthly Meeting of Friends, Philadelphia. 
For several ycars past he had been residing in Denver, 
Colorado. 


DICKINSON.—In Leavenworth, Kansas, on the 
17th uf 3rd mo., 1876, Sarah, wife of George Dickin- 
son, in the 58th year of her age, after a long and very 
painful illness which she endured with great patience 
and Christian resignation. She gave full and satisfac- 
tory evidence of Divine favor, and her close was calm 
and peaceful. 


HADLEY.—On the 24th of gth mo., 1875, at Rich- 
mond, Ind., Anna P., wife of Elwood Hadley, and 
daughter of Richard and Susanna B. Pedrick, in the 
37th year of her age. Her voice was sometimes ac- 
ceptably heard in prayer, praise and testimony, in the 
worshipping assembly. She exhorted those who visited 
her, particularly those young in years, to surrender 
themselves to Christ, saying that “obedience is better 
than sacrifice.” Her end was peace. 

WINSLOW.—On the 17th of 4th mo., 1875, Obed 
Winslow, aged 85 years; a member and elder of Piney 
Woods Monthly Meeting of Friends, Perquimans 
county, North Carolina. Although his bodily affilic- 
tions were often great during the last years of his life, 
yet he always appeared in a state of resignation to the 
Lord’s will, often saying, “ I want to go, but the Lord 
knows what is best for me,” and again « Eye hath not 
seen, ear hath not heard, nor has it entered into the 
heart of man to conceive of the good things the Lord 
hath in store for those that love Him.” ‘Thus did he 
patiently wait, and a few hours before his death he 
called the family around him and bade them all fare- 
well. Soon afterwards he broke forth with the utter- 
ance, “Glory to God in the highest, peace on earth, 
good will to men,” and sweetly passed away. 

WINSLOW.—On the 21st of 12 mo., 1875, Sarah 
S. Winslow, widow of Obed Winslow, aged nearly 82 
years; a member and elder of Piney Wo xds Monthly 
Meeting of Friends. She had been afflicted for a 
number of years, but bore it with Christian patience. 
Her expressions were in praise to her Heavenly Father 
for His continued mercies. Only a short time before 
breath left the body she was heard to say, “ How long 
Lord,”—«not my will but Thine be d yne,”’—adding, 
‘«‘ glory, glory.” Thus passed away, as we reve rently 
believe, a “Mother in Israel’’ of the Church on earth, 
to an exalted position in the Church Triumphant, eter- 
nal in the heavens. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Po’ KEEPSIE, Fourth mo, 1876. 


On perusing the pages of the Review, Vol. 
29, First mo., 22d, 1876, No. 23, page 356, 
and 357, I find an anonymous piece purport- 
ing to be taken from a Tract; subject, “ Lov- 
ing words from Life.” These words are prec- 
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ious to my soul and should be to all of the| diversity of sentiment on most subjects was 
Lord’s redeemed children; those that have|apparent, but in the midst of all much 
been washed and redeemed by the precious | brotherly condescension prevailed. 

Blood of Christ. Then follows the text,| Thou wilt discover that while the address 
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.” | is liberal in its general tone, there is a caution 
This I very fully endorse; as we practise) held forth for Friends not to work as imitators, 
this, our influence in the world will be for| but as children directed by our Heavenly 
good, and not for evil. Father. 

I acknowledge that our daily walk should} Among the subjects considered was the 
be such as to win souls to Christ. Thisshould| propriety of Friends using what is termed 
be our chief delight and engagement. By |“ Mourner’s Bench,” “Anxious Seat” or “Al- 
doing this we shall be found letting our light| tar.” Singing as a part of Divine Worship, 
shine that others may be benefited thereby. | Congregational Singing, and attending sing- 

It may be justly said that the motive|ing-schools in order to become proficient 
God had, was love towards all men; for it is|singers. The propriety of an individual in a 
said all have sinned, and come short of the] religious meeting, going bench by bench and 
glory of God. Then without a Redeemer, | man by man to all in the assembly and ask- 
man must perish forever; and for this cause | ing each his spiritual condition and pressing 
Jesus Christ, His Son, was given asa Redeem-|an answer. The subject of prayer—(the 
er. Did He not say before His crucifixion|idea being held by several ministers that 
that all power was given to Him, both in| we could kneel down and engage in vocal 
heaven and in earth? Then do we not un-|prayer whenever called upon by an in- 
derstand that Jesus Christ is the only Re- | dividual.)—Thankfulness at meals. 
deemer ; and how can we say (as we find on| The propriety of a minister of our society 
these pages) that love is the only redemptive officiating as a legal officer in the consumma- 
power in the world? It was love that|tion of marriages accomplished contrary to 
prompted the Father to make the great sac-| our rules, 
rifice on Calvary for us. There were some other subjects under con- 

For further proof, let us turn to some of| sideration, but this will give some idea of 
the b:st writers and see what they say about} the character of the meeting.—Five sessions 
it. Turn to Matt. xx. 28, Gal. iii. 13, Eph.| were held and I trust it was an occasion of 
i, 7, Timothy ii. 6, Tit, ii. 14, 1 Peter i. 19,| profit to those present—and that good may 
even Rev. v. 9, that He gave Himself for us,| result from it to the membership at large. 
to redeem us to God by His Blood. Very truly thy friend, 

We also find by other authors the word 
Redeemer a name given to Jesus Christ, the Eee 
Saviour of the world, because He redeems} THE CREDIT OF THE UNITED STATES. 
mankind from bondage and guilt of their —_— 
sins by dying in their place, and thus paying} There is a prevailing idea all through the 
their ransom. God saw something was ne- country, and, indeed, in other countries it 
cessary to be done, for man had sinned and| has some foothold, that the credit of the 
come short of the glory of God. Then we! United States is below that of European na- 
must acknowledge that Jesus Christ is the| tions, and that while the latter can borrow 
only redemptive power in the world. Then] money at three per cent. ours has to pay siz. 
as we look to and obey Him, the only door} This is an error which that model newspaper, 
to the sheep-fold, we can be redeemed from | the Boston Advertiser, has taken some trouble, 
the penalties of God’s violated law. by a careful examination of the facts, to cor- 

In conclusion I will say, it is not my wish|rect. The truth is, we are now borrowing at 
to criticise in any way, or to condemn any | five per cent., selling our bonds of that deuom- 
true seeker for the kingdom of our God; but| ination at par, and thgt no country in the 
simply to hold up the truth, and that tke of: | world does or can place a permanent loan at 
fice of Christ shall in no way be ignored or| three per cent. France sold her last loan, 
set aside. Thus the author will see that I | five per cent. rentes, at 84} per cent. This 
have nothing but love for the truth as it is in| was negotiated in 1872, and was the great 
Jesus. P.S. BepELt. | loan that was so marvellously popular and 
successful. France is to-day paying more 


Fourth mo., 8, 1876. | than 5.95 per cent. interest on all the money 
Dear Frrenp.—Enclosed find an address she has borrowed since the war closed. 


issued by a late Representative Meeting of| Prussia pays five per cent. on her national 
Friends of Western Y. M, debt. Russia disposes of its bonds, which 

That meeting was called specially to con-| bear five per cent. interest, at 90,the last 
fer on the best interests of our religious so- being the best price it has received since 1862. 
ciety. Many subjects were discussed, and a Itaiy pays an average of five per cent., but its 
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issue price was much below par. Italian five 

r cents sell at 76 in the London market. 
The average interest on the nominal capital of | 
the Austrian debt is about five per cent. Of 
course we need not quote Spain and Turkey, | 
Egypt, Paraguay and other countries that are | 
always borrowing but never paying. Great) 
Britain is the only country of any account 
in the world that borrows at three per cent. | 
While this is nominally true as to a large) 
part of its debt, the interest charge on the 
whole debt, including terminable annuities, 
amounts to three and four-tenths per cent. | 
Moreover, the consols were issued below par. 
If, then the world be searched for Govern- 
ments that can negotiate a loan on better | 
terms than the United States, Great Britain 
alone can be used as an example. While no 
one claims that our credit is satisfactory, it is | 
not bad as compared with that of other 
countries. 

—In view of the fact that the paper circu- 
lation of France has been quoted by the in-| 
flationists as an argumert in their favor, the 
Tribune recently printed a summary of the 
important facts in relation to the changes 
which have been made in it, and adds: 

No candid man can extract from the con- 
duct of the French Government and Bank a 
particle of countenance for any of the quack | 
money schemes which have been broached 
among us. They have fixed a day for resump- 
tion, as we have done, but not without making 
provision for decreasing their paper and in- 
creasing their specie. They have not aimed 
ata cheap currency, with the maximum of 
paper and the minimum of coin. They have 
not confounded gold and Government bonds | 
together, and deluded themselves with the 
idea that there is no essential difference be- 
tween the two. The end to which the Bank | 
of France is aiming is to make its notes at al! 
times and under all circumstances convertible 
into specie, aud to accomplish that object they 
know that they cannot safely issue all the, 
notes that the business community will ab-| 
sorb in times of confidence, nor do they trust 
to any other resource in times of difficulty 
than an ample stock of the precious metals in | 
their vaults. 


— OO 


AN APRIL DAY. 





All day the low-hung clouds have dropt 
Their garnered fulness down; 

All day that soft gray mist hath wrapt 
Hi'l, valley, grove and town. 

There has not been a sound to day 
To break the calm of nature ; 

Nor motion, [ might almost say, 
Of life or living creature, 

Of waving bough or warbling bird, 
Or cattle faintly lowing ; 

I could have half believed I heard 

The leaves and blossoms growing. 
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I stood to hear, I love it well, 
The rain’s continuous sound ; 
Small drops, but thick and fast they fell, 
Down straight into the ground. 
For leafy thickness is not yet 
Earth’s naked breast to screen, 
Though every dripping branch is set 
With shoots of tender green. 
Sure, since I looked at early morn, 
Those honeysuckle buds 
Have swelled to double growth—that thorn 
Hath put forth larger studs. 
That lilac’s cleaving cones have burst, 
The milk white flowers revealing; 
Even now upon my senses first 
Methinks their sweets are stealing. 
The very earth, the steamy air, 
Is all with fragrance rife! 
And grace and beauty everywhere 
Are flushing into life. 
Down, down they come—those fruitful stores! 
Those earth. rejoicing drops! 
A momentary deluge pours, 
Then thins, decreases, stops. 
And ere the dimples on the stream 
Have circled out of sight, 
Lo! from the west, a parting gleam 


Breaks forth of amber light. 
—Christian Weekly. Ellen Fitsarthur. 
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“TO-DAY IF YE WILL HEAR HIS VOICE, 
HARDEN NOT YOUR HEART.” 





Alas! that we who often hear 

The Saviour’s voice, in whispers clear, 
Pleading in words so kind and true, 
That we His secret will should clo, 

In willfulness of self turn by 

From the Good Spirit’s inward cry; 
And heed instead the world’s refrain, 
Reaping but bitter loss and pain. 

And yet, His wondrous pity lives. 

We still neglect, yet, still He gives 
Such tender care—provision great— 
Kind discipline for every state. 

His patient tenderness will seek 

The wandering ones—the poor and weak. 
For these, His heavenly love doth yearn, 
Saying, «Come unto Me ani learn.’’ 
Thy burdens are too great for thee, 
Oh, bear them not! Comms unto Me, 
Thou art too weak to lift their weight 
Alone. Thy Father’s love too great, 
To spurn the offer He doth make 
Through Me—to a// thy sorrows take. 
For, I, oh, child! will gently bear 
Thy grief, thy woe, thy daily care. 
And yet, so blinded are our eyes, 

We seem to think ourselves more wise, 
To choose the way, to work, to plan, , 
Than He, who in such wisdom can 
Not only show us the true way, 

But lead us in it every day. 

Preferring self and worldly dross, 

To the sweet refuge of His cruss. 


Oh, Thou who ne’er forsak’st the weak, 
But still dost follow, still dost seek, 
Thou who hast suftered in our stead, 
And for such wanderers hast bled, 

Oh, help us Lord, just now to see, 
How very great our need of Thee! 

Oh, help us Lord, just now to feel, 

All joy without Thee is unreal. 


And though our sins are mountain-high, 
Redeeming Love! Oh pass them by. 
And though our hearts refused Thy care, 
Redeeming Love! in pity spare. 

And though we long have straying been, 
Redeeminz Love! Oh let us in. 
Soul-hungry, weary, faint and cold, 
Redeeming Love! lead to Thy fold. 


Yi. 'F. 


tee 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE.—Advices from Europe are 
to the 17th inst. 


GREAT BriTAIN.—Several steamship lines between 
Liverpool and New York have determined to reduce 
the number of trips of their vessels during this season, 
owing to the diminution of~freights. 

A Dublin dispatch to the Pali Mall Gazette says 
that the emigration from Ireland this year is likely to 
be the smallest since 1851. Last year it was only 51,- 
462. 

Heavy falls of snow were reported last week in dif- 
ferent sections of England and Ireland; in 
places, the heaviest of the season. 

In South Yorkshire and Derbyshire nearly 30,000 
colliers are on a strike against a reduction of wages 15 
percent. The Miner’s Union would agree to 10 per 
cent reduction, but the masters insist on 15. 


FRANCE.—An official decree has been issued an- 
nouncing that a universal exhibition of fine arts will be 
held in 1878, simultaneously with the industrial and 
agricultural exhibition already announced. 

The manager and editor of the Paris Lvenement 
have been sentenced to fine and imprisonment for the 
publication of an article concerning the Commune. 

President MacMahon has pardoned several inhabi- 
tants of Marseilles who were imprisoned for partiecipa- 
tion in the Commune. 

In the Chamber of Deputies, previous to its recess 
on the 11th inst., a report was read from the committee 
on the various amnesty motions, declining to advise the 
passage of any amnesty measure, but recommending 
that the government show clemency to individual cases 
The Bonapartists, seeking to make division among the 
Republicans, moved that the question of amnesty be 
discussed immediately ; but the government considered 
it useless to vote at once a law which the Senate could 
not discuss until after the recess, and after some debate, 
the postponemert was vcted by a large.majority, the 
various groups of the Left supporting the government. 

SPAIN.—Negotiations between Spain and the Vati- 
can have been suspended. 
has announced th 
1851, exce pt the c 
the non-toleration 


b The Spanish government 
vat it will accept the Concordat of 
lause decreeing religious unity—7. ¢., 
of any but the Romish church. 
Spain, it is said, will await fresh proposals from the 
Vatican before resuming negotiations. The Pope has 
written a letter to King Alfonso reminding him of his 


promises to maintain religious unity and the Concordat 


e 
f 
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AustriA.—The Senate of the University of Prague 
has prohibited the attendance of women at the lectures 
at that institution. 


GreEEcE.—The High Court of Justice has sentenced 
a former Minister of Ecclesiastical Affairs to one year’s 
imprisonment, deprivation of political rights during 
three years, and tu give to the poor-Louse the $10,000 
received asa bribe ; a former Minister of Justice to ten 
month’s imprisonment, and three Archb shops to fines 
from $4.000 to $10,000, being double the amount they 
received as bribes. All were impeached for corruption 
and simony. 


Domesric.—A census of the inhabitants of Phila 
delphia was taken on the 3d inst., by the city authori 
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ties. Special care was taken to endeaver to secure ac. 
curate returns. Printed forms were distributed by the 
| police on the 1st, to each family, and collected on the 
| 3d; tobe filled with the number of persons constitu. 
| ting the family, distinguishing only males and females 
| respectively over and under 21 years of age. The 
| total population was found to be 817,448, of whom 
| 398,068 were males, 419,380 were females. Of the 
| males 226,070 were over 21 years old, and 171,998 
| under that age; of the females, 246,634 were above, 
| and 172,746 below 21. 

| The Emperor Pedro II. of Brazil, with the Empress 
and their attendants, arrived at New York on the 15th 
inst. The Secretaries of State, War, and Navy, met 
his vessel in the bay, and welcomed him to this coun- 
try, but at his especial desire the reception was without 
| display or formality, and he landed quietly at Brooklyn, 
taking a carriage to his quarters in New York. His 
| intention is to travel in this country as a private person. 
He left New York on the 17th for San Francisco, ex- 
pecting to return in season to attend the opening of the 
Centennial Exhibition, and afterward to visit other 
parts of the country, proceeding to Europe in the 
course of the summer. 

A monument to Abraham Lincoln, consisting of a 
colossal bronze statue, erected at Washington, was un- 
veiled on the 14th inst. The cost was paid by sub- 
scriptions from the colored people all over the United 
States 


ConGress.—The trial of W. W. Belknap on im- 
peachment before the Senate opened on the 17th. 
The counsel of the accused presented a plea against 
the jurisdiction of the Senate, on the ground that be- 
fore and at the time of the impeachment, as well as 
now, the said Belknap was not an officer of the United 
States, but a private citizen. The managers on the 
part of the House asked time to prepare a reply, and 
the case was postponed to the Igth. In the House,a 
question as to the respective power of the House and 
the Courts over personal liberty has been under debate. 
A witness summoned before one of the investigating 
committees having refused to produce certain matters 
demanded, was, by direction of the House, committed 
to the custody of the Sergeant at-Arms for contempt. 
A writ of habeas corpus was obtained from the 5u 
preme Court of the District, and the Sergeant-at-Arms 
applied to the House for instructions as to his action 
After much debate on different propositions, the House, 
on the 17th, by a vote of 165 to 75, directed him to 
make return to the writ, and produce the body of the 
witness before the Court. 

The Senate has passed a bill fixing the rate of post- 
age on third-class mail matter at one cent per ounce, 
prepaid by stamps, packages not to exceed 4 lbs. If 
insufficiently paid, the sender, if known, must be noti- 
fied and the amount due collected before forwarding. 
If the sender is not known, and it has not been evi 
dently intended to pay less than the full postage, the 
package shall be forwarded, and double the deticiency 
collected from the recipient. Transient newspapets 
and magazines to be charged one cent for three ounces, 
or fraction thereof, and one cent fur each two addi 
tional ounces or fractional part. The House has not 
yet acted on this bill. The Senate has alsu passed the 
Deficiency Appropriation bill. The nomination 
Richard H. Dana, Jr., as Minister to England has been 
rejected. 


0 


The House adopted the Senate amendments to the 
bill for the issue of silver cvin, and it has been signe¢ 
by the President. The House also passed the Deh- 
ciency Appropriation bill, and the Senate bill conhrm: 
ing pre-emption and homestead entries, of public lands 
within the limits of railroad grants, in cases where 
such entries have been made under the regulations ol 

/ the Land Oftice. 





